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TRIBUTE TO A.J. NASTASI: PENN-

SYLVANIA’S ALL-TIME HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL SCORING
LEADER

HON. BUD SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a young man who has made an
athletic accomplishment that many people
thought would probably not be broken. A.J.
Nastasi, a student at Northern Bedford High
School located in Loysburg, Pennsylvania,
broke the Pennsylvania Boys High School
basketball Scoring record on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, 1998, with 3,627 points. I was fortu-
nate enough to be in attendance for this his-
toric game, watching A.J. and his teammates
take on my hometown’s team from Everett,
Pennsylvania. A.J. has demonstrated great
poise and maturity throughout this exciting
basketball season, a trait no doubt attributed
to his family. It should be noted that the pre-
vious record holder is a former colleague of
mine here in the House of Representatives,
former Representative Tom McMillen of Mary-
land. Tom set the state record in 1970 at
Mansfiled High School, scoring 3,608 points,
and went on to a successful college and pro-
fessional basketball career before coming to
Congress. It was a privilege to be invited to
honor A.J. and celebrate this momentous oc-
casion with the many fans, friends and family
members in attendance. Next Fall, A.J. will be
attending West Virginia University as a schol-
ar-athlete. A.J. has become part of an es-
teemed group of athletes through his accom-
plishment. I wish A.J. the best in this future
endeavors, and hope that he continues his
success on and off the court.
f

RECOGNIZING THE Y107/ST. JUDE’S
TELETHON

HON. MICHAEL PAPPAS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, this Friday and
Saturday, February 13 and 14th, radio station
Y107 and the Woodbridge Center in New Jer-
sey will be hosting the first annual Y107/St.
Jude Radiothon.

The radiothon which will run for a total of
forty two and a half hours over the next two
days, seeks to raise money for St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital for the fight against
cancer and other catastrophic diseases.

Thirty-six years ago an entertainer by the
name of Danny Thomas founded the only hos-
pital devoted to solely fighting the plague of
cancer on the world’s children. That hospital,
the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is
still today the only hospital devoted to this
cause, and is still fighting cancer with a rare,
precious vigor and determination.

Treating over 14,000 children and making
scientific breakthroughs again and again, St.
Jude’s had helped to increase the overall sur-
vival rate for children stricken with cancer with
20 to 60 percent in its 36 year time span.

Today I would like to personally thank each
and every person who has devoted their time,

money, and hearts to St. Jude’s children. I
would also like to commend all of those who
have made these incredible advancements in
saving our children from cancer. One cannot
praise the hospital staff and volunteers
enough for their efforts throughout their years
of service. Moreover, I must also extend my
great appreciation to those who have donated
to St. Jude’s over the years. With costs of
over $60,000 for only the first year of treat-
ment, the children and St. Jude’s count on our
charity and generosity to fund their worthy
cause and make treatment possible. Con-
gratulations, best wishes and acclaim to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the chil-
dren, staff, contributors and people of Central
New Jersey that will help Y107 reach its goal
this weekend.

f

RECOGNIZING LAUREN HOUGH FOR
OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERISM

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate Lauren Hough of
Agnes Irwin School. Recently, Lauren was
named a Distinguished Finalist for the state of
Pennsylvania in the Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Awards. This nationwide program high-
lights the achievements of America’s most ex-
emplary young people, like Lauren, who volun-
teer to make a difference in their communities
and throughout the world.

Miss Hough is being recognized for her
work with Operation Smile, an organization
dedicated to providing medical assistance and
surgical procedures to underprivileged children
throughout the world. Last year, Lauren trav-
eled with the organization to Kenya, where
she assisted doctors by comforting children
who are undergoing surgery for facial deformi-
ties.

Operation Smile has made a significant im-
pact throughout our nation and in the world.
With the help of volunteers like Lauren, Oper-
ation Smile has positively influenced over
41,000 children.

Lauren Hough should be proud to have
been singled out for recognition out of a na-
tional pool of over 11,000 students. I applaud
the work of Miss Hough in making a difference
and aiding the lives of children throughout the
world. She has demonstrated a level of com-
mitment and integrity that is exceptional for a
student of her age.

Lauren’s work is a model for other students
and adults throughout the nation. Volunteer
actions by those like Lauren is what made
America great. As a representative of the
youth of America, Lauren’s vision for vol-
unteerism provides me with an enthusiastic
outlook for the future. I thank Lauren and en-
courage her to continue working to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others.

1998 CONGRESSIONAL OBSERVANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 1998

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, while we cele-
brate the many accomplishments and con-
tributions that African Americans have brought
to our diverse country this month, I would like
to bring to the attention of my colleagues an
individual whose spiritual faith and dedication
to inner-city children has been an inspiration
to many.

Rev. Walter Murray graduated from Harvard
School of Divinity in 1986 and for the past
eight years, has been Pastor at Zion Baptist
Church in Lynn, Massachusetts. During his
tenure at Zion Baptist he founded the ‘‘Inroads
New England’’ program and provided transpor-
tation to inner-city children who otherwise
would not be able to attend program events.
Last fall, Rev. Murray was honored for his
work with Inroads New England.

The co-founder of the Essex County Com-
munity Organization, Rev. Murray also helped
create the Jump Start program in the base-
ment of his church, which provided after-
school activities for latchkey children. He is a
member of the Swampscott, Massachusetts
Rotary Club and has assisted in the develop-
ment of youth leadership weekends. He has
been honored with the Massachusetts Ecu-
menical Council of Churches award for Ecu-
menism, the First Decade Award from Harvard
Alumni Association, and the Childrens De-
fense Fund National Achievement Award.

Frederick Douglass once said, ‘‘I cannot
allow myself to be insensitive to the wrongs
and sufferings of any part of the great family
of man.’’ Rev. Murray personifies the words of
the great abolitionist and civil rights leader
through his selfless dedication and spiritual
devotion to the children who are often ne-
glected and forgotten. His work has touched
the lives of hundreds of children and adults
and he continues to influence more and more
individuals every day. In our lifetime, we are
fortunate to know at least one person with
such philanthropic commitment, and as we
commemorate Black History Month, I am hon-
ored to call Rev. Murray a constituent, a dear
friend, and an individual who truly represents
the achievements of African Americans to our
society.
f

SALUTING SAM JOHNSON OF
TEXAS

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to salute a colleague and a true patriot, Rep-
resentative SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Today
marks the 25th anniversary of Mr. JOHNSON’S
release from North Vietnam, where he was
held as a prisoner of war for nearly seven
years in the infamous Hanoi Hilton.

We have all heard stories of the horrific con-
ditions endured by American servicemen who
became pawns of the North Vietnamese as
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the Vietnam conflict raged. Representative
JOHNSON saw some of the worst. He has been
quoted as saying, ‘‘If hell is here on earth, it
is located on an oddly shaped city block in
downtown Hanoi, Vietnam.’’

Isolation, starvation, and torture were almost
certainly not what Representative JOHNSON
envisioned as he participated in ROTC in col-
lege and moved on to a military career as an
Air Force fighter pilot. Yet when his F–4 was
shot down only two months into his second
tour of duty in Vietnam, Representative JOHN-
SON took everything that was handed to him
all the while heroically maintaining his pride in
the country he serves to this day.

He was labeled a diehard by his guards and
banished to solitary confinement for months at
a time. A patriot throughout, Representative
JOHNSON returned home an continued his mili-
tary service until his retirement in 1979. He
was elected to the House of Representatives
in 1991, where he has repeatedly shown his
dedication to responsible fiscal policy, family
values, and America’s patriotic heritage.

Since his return from Vietnam, Representa-
tive JOHNSON has received many awards in
recognition of his service to his country, in-
cluding two Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts,
two Legions of Merit, the Distinguished Flying
Cross, and one Bronze Star with Valor, among
others.

Representative JOHNSON, our tribute today
is not so prestigious an award. Yet it is meant
to signify the gratefulness and respect of your
colleagues for the service you have done your
country and continue to do as a Member of
this House. Representative JOHNSON, thank
you. Your enduring will and patriotism in the
face of unimaginable adversity is truly exem-
plary.
f

HONORING THE WHITTIER CITY
SCHOOL DISTRICT ON THE OCCA-
SION OF ITS CENTENNIAL CELE-
BRATION OF EDUCATING
WHITTIER’S CHILDREN

HON. ESTEBAN EDWARD TORRES
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor
of the 100th Anniversary of the Whittier City
School District. On Friday, February 20, 1998,
students, teachers, administrators, and friends
and family of the Whittier City School District
will come together at a special Centennial
Celebration at the Whittier Community Center,
in Whittier, California, to commemorate 100
years of dedication to educating Whittier’s chil-
dren.

The rich history of the Whittier City School
District reflects the history of the State of Cali-
fornia and of our nation. Established on Feb-
ruary 21, 1998, the newly formed district expe-
rienced the growth boom of the west. In its
first 20 years, coinciding with the incorporation
of the City of Whittier, school enrollment dou-
bled from 200 to 400 pupils. It again doubled
during World War I. By 1917, the area’s grow-
ing oil industry began producing over a million
barrels per year. With this booming industry,
new jobs and population growth followed. Dur-
ing this same period, to accommodate the in-
crease in student enrollment, four new schools
were built: John Muir Junior High; Jonathan

Bailey Elementary; Longfellow Elementary;
and Lydia Jackson Elementary.

Growth slowed during the Great Depression.
Despite the stagnant economy, in the latter
part of the Depression, the District built the
Lou Harry Hoover School. Following World
War II, phenomenal growth in the district
prompted the construction and annexation of
12 schools. During the post World War II era,
a total of 11,400 students graduated through
the Whittier City School District. After the Ko-
rean Conflict, total school enrollment had
grown to 1,700 pupils. For the last 40 years,
the district has experienced steady growth.
During the Vietnam Conflict years, the North
Whittier School, later renamed Wallen An-
drews Elementary, was built to accommodate
students coming from the newly built tract
homes along Workman Mill Road, north of the
City of Whittier.

Currently there are 13 schools in the Whit-
tier City School District: Wallen Andrews; Lou
Henry Hoover; Lydia Jackson; Abraham Lin-
coln; Longfellow; Mill; Orange Grove; Daniel
Phelan; Christian Sorensen; George Washing-
ton; West Whittier; Walter Dexter Intermediate
and Katherine Edwards Intermediate. The
Whittier City School District Board of Edu-
cation, consisting of School Board President
Brigitta Weger, Vice President Dr. Owen New-
comer, Clerk Dr. James Albanese, and
Boardmembers Javier Gonzalez, and John
Peel, along with Superintendent Dr. Carmella
Franco, are dedicated to the District’s motto
‘‘Educating Children . . . Our Only Busi-
ness.’’ With the arrival of the Centennial Cele-
bration, student enrollment is near 7,000 and
the Whittier City School District estimates,
after the conclusion of the current academic
year, a total of 43,700 students will have grad-
uated from its schools during the past 100
years.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
extending our congratulations and appreciation
to the friends and family of the Whittier City
School District on its 100th Anniversary and
for its century of exemplary dedication to pro-
viding top quality education for our youth.
f

CELEBRATING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LITHUANIAN INDE-
PENDENCE

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 80th anniversary of the declara-
tion of Lithuanian Independence.

For nearly 55 years, Lithuania was occupied
by Soviet military forces. But in the past five
years, the people of Lithuania have been able
to finally enjoy and celebrate the freedoms
and privileges of an independent nation.

The United States and Lithuania have now
formed a significant partnership between our
leaders, our governments, and our people. We
have close trade relations with Lithuania. We
are mutually committed to the security of the
Baltic region.

With free and fair elections recently com-
pleted, Lithuania has established a commit-
ment to democracy and pluralism. I believe we
can say with great confidence that Lithuania is
becoming a full partner in the effort to build

democracy and promote freedom around the
world.

I commend the Lithuanian-American com-
munity for their persistence and hope through
the many challenging decades. The 80th anni-
versary of Lithuanian independence will be
celebrated by the Lithuanian-American com-
munity in Southeast Michigan on Sunday,
February 8, at the Lithuanian Cultural Center
in Southfield.

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring
Lithuania’s independence.
f

TRIBUTE TO BERNARD F. EICHOLZ

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
acknowledge the outstanding and tireless con-
tributions of a distinguished Ohioan, Bernard
F. Eicholz, who recently retired from the Cer-
tified Development Company (CDC) of Warren
County, Inc.

From 1981 to 1997, Bernie served as found-
er and President of the CDC. The CDC is a
vital tool for small business owners throughout
Warren County. When he founded the CDC,
few could have foreseen the growth and de-
velopment the area would experience. But
Warren County has experienced record-break-
ing economic growth, and Bernie has been a
driving force behind it. During Bernie’s service,
the CDC has helped small businesses to cre-
ate or retain nearly 2,000 full-time jobs in War-
ren County.

Bernie has devoted his entire life to public
service. Prior to founding the CDC, he served
as Mayor of Covington, Kentucky; City Man-
ager of Franklin, Ohio; Director of Economic
Development for Warren County, Ohio; and
Director of Economic Development for
Springboro, Ohio. He has also served as a
consultant to community leaders on issues
ranging from annexations to charters.

Bernie has given generously of his time and
talent and we are grateful for his many years
of service and leadership. His leadership in
the business community and Warren County
as a whole have helped to transform the re-
gion. All of us in southwest Ohio congratulate
him on his retirement and recognize him for
his many accomplishments.
f

TRIBUTE TO DONALD SHAPIRO

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I wish to pay
tribute to Donald L. Shapiro in honor of the
dedication of his portrait at the Harvard Club
of New York City. He is a man of character,
ambition, and faith.

Few Americans have been as successful as
Donald Shapiro. A graduate of Harvard Col-
lege and the Harvard Graduate School of
Business, Donald Shapiro has served as Vice
President of Real Estate for Levitt & Sons,
and subsequently as Executive Vice President
of Peerage Properties. He was also President
of the Roosevelt Field Shopping Center on
Long Island.
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